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Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker,

here we go again. Absolutely amazing.
Medicare is going bankrupt, and the
Democrats are doing absolutely noth-
ing about it. They come up behind the
podium just like they did last year,
telling us that the Republicans are cut-
ting Medicare when they know it is not
the truth. The Washington Post spells
it out. Last year during the dema-
goguery, the Washington Post accused
the Democrats of shameless dema-
goguery to try to scare seniors because
‘‘they know that is where the votes
are.’’

Then, Washington Post columnist
Robert Samuelson took it a step for-
ward and called the President of the
United States and the Democrats liars
on Medicare. Why? Because it is clear.
Medicare is going bankrupt and the
Democrats are doing nothing about it.

They do not care about my 93-year-
old grandmother. They do not care
about my parents. They do not care
about the millions of seniors who will
be without Medicare in 5 years if we do
not do something about it today.

They do not care. John Lennon wrote
a song called ‘‘How Do You Sleep at
Night.’’ I think it should be their
theme song for the 1996 election.
f

LEGISLATION OF THE 104TH
CONGRESS

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, this
House Republican leadership has
turned over the job of writing much of
our legislation to special interest lob-
byists. They gather here at the Capitol
weekly to write the Nation’s business.
So, it is little wonder that now with
the election approaching, they have
begun a corruption search to cover
their own misdeeds.

The latest chapter in this is this cal-
lous act of raising these accusations
about the death of Ron Brown at the
very time his family still grieves. The
Speaker said yesterday, Reagan was
teflon, Clinton is flypaper, this stuff is
going to start to stick.

The only thing stuck around here is
this Republican leadership. It is stuck
in the gutter because of its own mis-
deeds and now these callous accusa-
tions.
f

WELFARE REFORM
(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, today,
once again, we will try to take the
President at his word on welfare re-
form. Only 3 weeks ago President Clin-
ton endorsed the Wisconsin works plan
which substitutes work and respon-
sibility for dependence and despair. It
was adopted by sweeping bipartisan
majorities in the Wisconsin State Leg-
islature. Yet Federal roadblocks still
prevent that plan from going into ef-
fect.

President Clinton said he endorsed
the plan just a couple of weeks ago. He
said we should get it done. Now we get
hemming and hawing from the admin-
istration. In fact, some administration
officials signaled that the President
did not mean what he said. But maybe
they are not being fair to their boss.

The cynics point this out, after say-
ing that he wanted to end welfare as we
know it, remember that, the President
vetoed welfare reform. Then he vetoed
it again. The cynics say that we have
to be a bit skeptical of the President’s
words. But heck with those cynics.

Mr. Speaker, let us give the Presi-
dent what he says he wants and what
the people of Wisconsin really do want.
To quote the President, ‘‘We should get
it done.’’

Let us overhaul the terrible welfare
system that we have in this country
and let us do it in Wisconsin for the
folks there who want to overhaul the
welfare system.

f

COMMERCE SECRETARY RON
BROWN

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, once
again House Speaker NEWT GINGRICH
has gone too far. He is alleging that
the Commerce Department workers
might have shredded documents after
Secretary Brown’s fatal crash in Cro-
atia and that the staff delayed report-
ing this airplane crash with 26 incred-
ible Americans on board. According to
Gingrich’s staff, the Speaker is, and I
quote, ‘‘Suggesting there might have
been a coverup to get rid of Brown’s pa-
pers after he died.’’

This is extreme. It is irresponsible. It
is not the behavior of a congressional
leader.

When questioned about it, the Speak-
er’s office responded, and I again quote,
‘‘I think they are serious allegations, if
subsequent facts support them, if sub-
sequent facts support them, I think it
is something other news outlets ought
to look at and other agencies.’’

In other words, we are going to make
an outrageous allegation and then we
are going to hope that eventually
someone comes up with the facts to
support it.

Has not the family of Commerce Sec-
retary Ron Brown suffered enough?
Speaker GINGRICH, who did not even at-
tend the funeral, owes the Brown fam-
ily a public apology for making this ir-
responsible and fictional allegation.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
INGLIS of South Carolina). The Chair
admonishes Members not to refer to
the President in terms personally of-
fensive, as occurred during the remarks
of the gentleman from Florida.

A BALANCED BUDGET

(Mr. LINDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, the last 20
minutes discussion on Medicare is only
a symbol of what has been wrong in
this town for 30 years. This body and
the other has been voting benefits to
America’s citizens and said do not
worry, you are not going to have to pay
for them. We are going to pass this bill
on to your grandchildren. That is why
we must have a balanced budget and a
balanced budget amendment and it
makes sense.

But more than just common sense. It
is a promise to our children and grand-
children that we will not continue run-
away government spending at their ex-
pense. When my grandsons are old
enough to ask me, I do not want to
have to explain to them why they are
paying $3,500 every year in taxes just
for interest on the national debt and
why over their lifetime they will pay
$187,000 in taxes just to pay interest on
the debt.

I refuse to say to them, your future is
mortgaged and your country is bank-
rupt. That is why House Republicans
have kept their promise to the Amer-
ican people and passed the balanced
budget amendment. Now the Senate
can do the same. All we need is for
President Clinton to keep his word.

Governor Clinton supported a bal-
anced budget, but last year President
Clinton persuaded six Democrat Sen-
ators to change their vote and defeat
the amendment. I hope the President
will begin to get his actions in step
with his words.
f

BASELESS ALLEGATIONS

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I read with disbelief an article in the
Washington Post this morning. It re-
ported that the Speaker of this House
has made baseless, unsubstantiated al-
legations about our late Secretary of
Commerce, Ron Brown.

Ron Brown died in service to his
country just 2 short months ago when
his plane crashed during a trade mis-
sion to Bosnia. The Brown family is
still in mourning, but for the Speaker
of the House the death of this great
man is something to be exploited for
political gain.

Mr. Speaker, how low will you go? Is
there a shred of decency left in your
body? Is there anything you would not
say for partisan political gain. You
bring disrespect to yourself and to this
institution by making such outrageous
and baseless charges.

You owe us all an apology. You owe
the Brown family an apology. You owe
this Congress an apology and you owe
this Nation an apology.

Mr. Speaker, you might not be the
most unpopular public figure in history
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